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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, March 24, 2016, at 11 a.m. 

House of Representatives 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23, 2016 

The House met at 9 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 23, 2016. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN J. 
DUNCAN, Jr. to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we thank You for giv-
ing us another day. 

Send Your spirit upon the Members 
of this people’s House to encourage 
them in their official tasks. Assure 
them that in the fulfillment of their re-
sponsibilities, You provide the grace to 
enable them to be faithful in their du-
ties, and the wisdom to be conscious of 
their obligations, and fulfill them with 
integrity. 

As the Congress looks to the upcom-
ing Holy celebrations of millions of 
Americans, may they—and may we 
all—be mindful of Your love for us. 
May we be faithful stewards not only of 
Your creation, but also Your desire 
that all people would be free from 
whatever inhibits them being fully 
alive. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. JODY B. 
HICE) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

PEACE CORPS MEDICAL ISSUES 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Nick 
Castle was a bright, energetic 23-year- 

old who decided to teach in China, fol-
lowing his graduation from UC Berke-
ley. 

Tragically, Nick became seriously 
sick after becoming a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in China in 2012. He was the vic-
tim of an inefficient, under-equipped, 
and unresponsive Peace Corps-led med-
ical team there. 

After being prescribed a broad anti-
biotic, Nick began to experience dras-
tic weight loss, but was told he was 
fine. He was then confined to bed, but 
his doctor never recommended he go to 
the hospital. 

After experiencing dangerously low 
blood pressure, Nick was finally sent to 
the hospital. As the ambulance made 
its way to him, it got lost. Then, after 
picking him up, Nick stopped breathing 
before the ambulance arrived at the 
hospital. Nick died a few weeks later, 
in early 2013. 

Investigations revealed the Peace 
Corps medical team misdiagnosed his 
illness. This heartbreaking death of a 
young man serving our country and the 
world could have been avoided had the 
Peace Corps staff assisted in having a 
properly trained, equipped, and respon-
sive team. 

Mr. Speaker, Peace Corps volunteers 
are America’s angels abroad. They are 
some of the best that we have. They 
are the spirit of humanitarian assist-
ance, and America must make sure to 
take care of these amazing people when 
they serve in lands far, far away so 
that there are no more deaths like 
Nick Castle’s. 

And that is just the way it is. 
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